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Friday March 27, 2020
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will continue
to be a source of reliable information, education and models for mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery.

David Markenson, MD, MBA
Director
Center for Disaster Medicine

COVID-19 Statistics
Total Cases

Total Deaths

Total Recovered

Worldwide

537,042

24,110

123,268

United States

85,991

1,296

753

New Jersey

6,876

81

No Data

New York

39,140

457

No Data

Connecticut

1,012

21

No Data

Information as of 3/27/20 at 0500 EDT. Source:
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e
9ecf6

United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS

Federal Updates
CDC and COVID-19 Task Force





FEMA announced that it will be utilizing the Defense Production Act in order to acquire
SARS-CoV-2 tests and millions of masks.
The U.S. Senate reached an agreement on a $2 trillion economic stimulus package in
response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The plan will include funding issued directly
to individuals to supplement lost income and other financial difficulties, small business
loans, a loan fund for various industries and local/state governments, funding for hospitals,
and state and local stimulus funds. The bill also expands unemployment funding and
increases associated benefits, includes transparency mechanisms regarding how funding
is utilized, and prohibits stimulus funds from going to companies or programs owned by
the President, White House staff, or member of Congress.
On March 25, the UN, WHO, and UNICEF jointly announced the COVID-19 Global
Humanitarian Response Plan, which aims to combat the pandemic in the world’s most
vulnerable countries. The $2 billion effort will be implemented by UN agencies and nongovernmental organizations (NGO) to increase laboratory and clinical capacity to respond












to the pandemic, improve sanitary and hygiene conditions, promote public messaging, and
facilitate the movement of humanitarian responders to conduct response operations.
The U.S. Navy reported its first confirmed COVID-19 case on a deployed ship, the aircraft
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt. Three cases will be flown off the ship in an attempt to
contain an outbreak. Last port of call was Da Nang, Vietnam.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated discharge
guidance for patients with COVID-19. The guidance clarifies that patients with COVID-19
can be discharged whenever clinically indicated, updates guidance for a test-based
strategy from two swabs to one, and adds guidance for discontinuation of transmissionbased precautions without testing, discontinuation of empiric transmission-based
precautions for patients suspected of having COVID-19, and when a testing-based
strategy for discontinuation of transmission-based precautions is preferred.
The White House announced the COVID-19 High Performance Computing Consortium, a
new public-private partnership that aims to “significantly advance the pace of scientific
discovery in the fight to stop the virus.” The consortium brings together high-power
computing resources from across the private sector, academic institutions, and federal
agencies and resource organizations — all volunteering free compute time and resources
— to tackle highly technical and complex challenges associated with COVID-19.
The 2020 Summer Olympic Games have been postponed until 2021.
Recent updates by the CDC recommend pathogen-appropriate personal protective
equipment (PPE) for healthcare providers in direct care settings. Due to manufacturer and
supply chain shortages, alternate methods of PPE are to be considered by individual
facilities. Higher level respiratory protection such as powered, air-purifying respirators
(PAPR) should be considered, as well as taking steps to conserve PPE whenever possible
without sacrificing provider safety. Crisis strategies may need to be implemented, such as
use of PPE past recommended expiration date, those approved under other standards
from other countries, limited re-use of PPE, and prioritization of use dependent on
circumstance.
The CDC has developed a spreadsheet-based model that provides information for health
care facilities to plan and optimize the use of PPE in response to COVID19. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/burn-calculator.html
A recent Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report reported that SARS-CoV-2 RNA was
found on surfaces in cruise ship cabins up to 17 days after the Diamond Princess cabins
were vacated. The RNA was found before the cabins were disinfected.
o Live, infectious virus was NOT found. This finding does not indicate that SARSCoV-2 was transmitted from these surfaces.
o The most comprehensive studies to date show that infectious SARS-CoV-2 virus
can survive only for up to 72 hours on plastic and steel, and up to 24 hours on
cardboard.
The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at JHU is tracking the COVID19 spread in real-time at
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740f
d40299423467b48e9ecf6

United States Food and Drug Administration
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-issues/coronavirus-disease2019-covid-19






The FDA has created a Daily Update which provides a summary to the public regarding
the latest information. For the most recent Daily Update, please visit:
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-updatedaily-roundup-march-26-2020
The FDA provides “Enforcement Policy for Face Masks and Respirators During the
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” https://www.fda.gov/media/136449/download
The FDA provides FAQs on 3D Printing of Medical Devices, Accessories, Components,
and Parts During the COVID-19 Pandemic
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/3d-printing-medical-devices/faqs-3d-printing-medicaldevices-accessories-components-and-parts-during-covid-19-pandemic

Health and Human Services
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html





HHS provides $100 million to help U.S. healthcare systems prepare for COVID-19 patients
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/hhs-provides-100-million-to-help-ushealthcare-systems-prepare-for-covid-19-patients.html
Reauthorization of Older Americans Act provides $250 million to provide important
services to older Americans
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/25/secretary-azar-statement-on-reauthorizationof-the-older-americans-act.html
Office of Civil Rights issues guidance to help ensure first responders and others receive
Protected Health Information (PHI) about individuals exposed to COVID-19
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/24/ocr-issues-guidance-to-help-ensure-firstresponders-and-others-receive-protected-health-information-about-individuals-exposed-tocovid-19.html

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html
For daily updates in cases in United States, please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/casesupdates/cases-in-us.html

State Updates
New York




A mental health hotline has been established and is available to all who may need to
discuss mental health issues or are seeking support. The number to contact is 1-844-8639314.
The Greater New York Hospital Association (GNYHA) has created this table of New York
State’s health care-related statutory and regulatory waivers in the executive orders issued
to date. It will be continually updated as changes are made.
GNYHA has assembled a coalition of architects, engineers, and builders to help hospitals
and other health care facilities identify and evaluate unused space that can be quickly
activated to increase surge capacity to treat COVID-19 patients. GNYHA’s Surge Space
Capacity Taskforce is available to rapidly assess sites and match them to their maximum







potential bed count and appropriate acuity level. To request the services of the Taskforce,
please contact me at drackleff@gnyha.org or (646) 468-7247.
According to Governor Cuomo, the increase in the number of cases in New York is
continuing — in fact, the rate of increase has gone up. They are now forecasting that the
"apex" of the virus in NY — the point when we have the most cases — could be as soon
as 14 to 21 days from now.
New York State is distributing health care supplies to help frontline workers
combatting COVID-19 in New York City, Long Island and Westchester. The state is
deploying 339,760 N-95 masks, 861,700 surgical masks, 353,300 gloves, 145,122 gowns
and 197,085 face shields to the hospitals in the greatest need in these regions. This
disbursement is on top of the one million N-95 masks that the State purchased and sent to
New York City and the approximately 500,000 N-95 masks that the State purchased and
sent to Long Island last week.
The state has identified four new sites for temporary hospitals, which I will tour tomorrow:
the CUNY College of Staten Island, Brooklyn Cruise Terminal, Aqueduct Racetrack in
Queens and the New York Expo Center in the Bronx. These facilities, together with the
temporary hospitals that are being built at the Javits Center and other locations, are aimed
at building thousands of new beds to bolster existing hospital capacity. The state is also
preparing hotels and college dormitories for emergency beds.

NYS Department of Health
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview
For a detailed list of positive cases by county in New York State, please visit:
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/county-county-breakdown-positive-cases

New Jersey








The NJ Department of Health published the Retrospective Assessment Tool for
Healthcare Personnel Potentially Exposed to COVID-19, which can be used to assess
HCP exposure risk prior to the patient being identified as having COVID-19. The
document may be useful to all healthcare systems and clinicians facing COVID-19.
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/Retrospective%20Assessment%20
Tool%20for%20Healthcare%20Personnel%20Potentially%20Exposed%20to%20COVID19.pdf
The NJ Department of Health published the NJDOH COVID-19 Healthcare Personnel
(HCP) Exposure Checklist, which can be used to monitor and assess the appropriate use
of personal protective equipment (PPE) for HCP caring for the COVID-19 patient after they
have been identified in the
facility. https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/NJDOH%20COVID19%20Healthcare%20Personnel%20(HCP)%20Exposure%20Checklist.pdf
Effective as of 5 p.m. on Friday, March 27, 2020, all elective surgeries or invasive
procedures, both medical and dental, are suspended. No operation that can be safely
delayed, as determined by a patient's doctor or dentist, will be performed after this time,
and this Order will remain in effect until further notice.
According to the NJ Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, “ISIS has
encouraged jihadists to capitalize on the fear, ensuing chaos, and stress caused by





COVID-19 by conducting attacks throughout afflicted and vulnerable populations in
Europe and the United States. Additionally, ISIS supporters have claimed the coronavirus
is a “soldier of Allah” and encouraged followers to celebrate how the pandemic has
harmed the United States and European economies. ISIS supporters have also alleged it
is divine punishment against atheists, Shias, Christians, and minority populations in China,
Iran, and Italy.”
New website created to address any COVID19 related information and concerns.
https://covid19.nj.gov/
NJ 2-1-1 is live. Residents can also text NJCOVID to 898-211 to receive text information
and stay informed. To receive live text assistance, residents can text their zip code to 898211. This will increase call capacity and reduce wait time.
Text “NJCOVID” to 898211 to subscribe to updates for NJ.

Connecticut






Governor Ned Lamont has submitted a request to FEMA for a presidential major disaster
declaration resulting from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the State of Connecticut.
The governor is requesting public assistance for all eight of the state's counties, including all
four supplemental assistance programs under the Individual Assistance Program: Disaster
Unemployment Assistance, Crisis Counseling program, Disaster Case Management, and
Disaster Legal Services. Additionally, he is requesting Individuals and Households Program
Other Needs Categories of Child Care Assistance and Funeral Assistance.
The CT Office of Early Childhood is reminding first responders and healthcare workers that
childcare is available for essential workers. Where possible, for those who have to work, first
look to trusted friends, neighbors, and family members who are not in a high-risk category to
fill in care for children. For healthcare workers and first responders who are not able to find
trusted family or friends for childcare, please call the 2-1-1 dedicated number 860-756-0864
for support.
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus

Local Updates
New York City






New York City will pilot closing streets to vehicles and opening them to pedestrians as part of
the city's plan to address the lack of adherence to social distancing protocols. Governor
Cuomo is also enacting a voluntary playground social density protocol that prohibits close
contact sports such as basketball.
The New York City Office of Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) released a revised memo at the
request of the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) Bureau of
Communicable Diseases. The revisions explain that all possible or confirmed COVID-19related deaths must be reported to DOHMH through usual reporting mechanisms.
The Office of Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) and New York City Emergency Management
(NYCEM) are working together to provide body collection points (BCPs), or refrigerated
trailers, to health care facilities that are nearing, or have reached, morgue capacity.

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page

Westchester County Department of Health
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus
 On March 26, 2020, Westchester County Executive George Latimer stresses the ongoing
need for social distancing in county parks during his daily briefing
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8346-3-26-westchester-countyexecutive-george-latimer-gives-covid-19-update
 On March 23, 2020, Westchester County DOH Commissioner issues mandatory isolation
order of laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases. To see the order, go here:
https://health.westchestergov.com/images/stories/PDF/StandingCommissionerorderForIsolatio
n.pdf

Putnam County Department of Health
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/

Dutchess County Department of Health
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm

Orange County Department of Health
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information

Healthcare
The latest COVID-19 information from the Greater New York Hospital Association which covers the
tristate area:
https://www.gnyha.org/
For agency prevention and treatment guidance, please visit:
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/
For CDC, NYS DOH and NYC DOHMH surveillance and testing guidance, please visit:
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance/

Center Updates

Activity




The Center for Disaster Medicine has developed and conducted educational programs
with regard to pandemics and other public health emergencies. The Center’s work
continues as we maintain operational readiness to deliver programmatic offerings that
focus on the proper use of PPE; team-based decontamination training; response to viral
outbreaks; and conducting necessary clinical duties while in any level of PPE. Should a
specific area of need be of interest, the Center for Disaster Medicine can design and
develop targeted educational content to fit the identified need.
The Center for Disaster Medicine is also analyzing the current public health emergency
and conducting focused research projects. This work will help inform not only the



continued response to COVID-19 but also develop models to allow us to be better
prepared for future public health emergencies.
The Center for Disaster Medicine has and will continue to serve as a point-of-coordination
for volunteers from New York Medical College to support public health and the healthcare
community. Please email the disaster_medicine@nymc.edu for further information.

Join the second COVID-19 symposium via Zoom here.

Media
New York Medical College Leadership News:
Trump's 15-day plan to slow the coronavirus' spread is too short, experts say. Flattening
the curve could take at least several more weeks.
Business Insider
3/24/2020
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-white-house-15-day-plan-too-short-2020-3
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Keep Your Clothes Clean During Coronavirus Outbreak
Valley Magazine
3/23/2020
http://www.valleymagazinepsu.com/keep-your-clothes-clean-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
America has faced coronavirus outbreaks before. Here's why COVID-19 has many people
scared.
ABC News
3/24/2020
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/america-faced-coronavirus-outbreaks-covid-19-peoplescared/story?id=69757932
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Do you need to change and wash your clothes after visiting the grocery store?
Financial Press
3/24/2020
https://financialpress.com/2020/03/do-you-need-to-change-and-wash-your-clothes-after-visitingthe-grocery-store/
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Does washing your clothes prevent the spread of the coronavirus?
MarketWatch
3/25/2020
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/do-you-need-to-change-and-wash-your-clothes-after-visitingthe-grocery-store-2020-03-24?mod=home-page
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
VIRUS: What should you do with your compromised luggage?
Travel and Tourism News
March 2020
http://ttnonline.com/Article/304270/VIRUS-What-should-you-do-with-your-compromised-luggage
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Coronavirus ‘super-spreaders’: What are they and how do they work?
Fox Business
3/25/2020

https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/what-are-super-spreaders-coronavirus
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Who Knew Grocery Shopping Could Be So Stressful?
The New York Times
3/26/2020
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/well/eat/coronavirus-shopping-food-groceries-infection.html
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School of
Health Sciences and Practice
Faculty News:
Young People with Chronic Illness Need Everyone Else To Take Social Distancing
Seriously, Too
e-News
3/23/2020
https://e-news.us/young-people-with-chronic-illness-need-everyone-else-to-take-social-distancingseriously-too/
Mitchell S. Cairo, M.D., professor of pediatrics, medicine, pathology, microbiology and
immunology, and cell biology and anatomy.

Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New York
Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of this
newsletter.
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the
advice of your physician or other qualified health provider with any questions you may have regarding a
medical condition.
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